[image: ]Welcome to Sociology at North Devon College!
Please watch this video recording:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/16aKAn9oqZ77Y8iqv7c3W_znX33321kD-/view?usp=sharing
/view?usp=sharing

Get off to a ‘Flying Start’ in
Sociology - A Level
Welcome to Flying Start with North Devon College.
We hope that you are excited to join us at North Devon College. We want to help you to focus on your skills for your course with us and so below you will find questions to consider, tasks to complete and some background research to undertake before enrolment. Please read the instructions and have a go at the activities.
If you get stuck, please see the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section at the end of this document for help.

Below you will find some activities to give you an introduction to sociology and an idea of some of the interesting topics and discussions that we have during lessons.
The activities are divided into 3 introductory sections:
1. Key Ideas
2. Socialisation
3. Culture
At the core of Sociology is thinking about ‘What normal is?!’ This work is designed to enable you to work independently and to help you to find a pace of study that works for you.
There are some real-life case studies to have a look at and to learn about as well as some terminology that is used by Sociologists to examine society.
Do as much as you can, we will be having a look at these concepts again in September so don’t worry if you don’t manage it all.
There are extension activities available at the end. The first encourages you to explore the topic of feral children further and you have links to both further reading on the BBC and a documentary on You Tube. The final extension activity provides you with the opportunity to practice and develop your extended writing as well as your confidence about commonly used sociological concepts.





There are THREE sections to complete, each with THREE tasks. There are also TWO
extension tasks available.
We hope you enjoy your introduction to Sociology, and we are looking forward to meeting
you all in September.
To get you started…
A quick hello and introduction to the course

[Type here]
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TASK 3:
Mind map the benefits of living in social groups

TASK 2: KEY TERMS
Define the following important sociological concepts:
Norms


Values


Culture


Social Identity


TASK 1: WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY?
Google ‘sociology’. In your own words outline what sociology is, what it attempts to
do and how it does this.



[image: ]SECTION 2 - INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY: SOCIALISATION
TASK 1: WHAT IS SOCIALISATION?
TASK 2: OXANA MALAYA ARTICLE
Read the following article about Oxana Malaya and highlight any points you think are worth remembering.
The Telegraph: 17th July 2006
[bookmark: Cry_of_an_Enfant_Savage]For five years, Oxana Malaya lived with dogs and survived on raw meat and scraps. When she was found she was
running around on all fours barking. Elizabeth Grice hears her incredible story
She bounds along on all fours through long grass, panting towards water with her tongue hanging out. When she
reaches the tap she paws at the ground with her forefeet, drinks noisily with her jaws wide and lets the water cascade over her head.
Up to this point, you think the girl could be acting - but the moment she shakes her head and neck free of droplets,
exactly like a dog when it emerges from a swim, you get a creepy sense that this is something beyond imitation. Then, she barks.
The furious sound she makes is not like a human being pretending to be a dog. It is a proper, chilling, canine burst of
aggression and it is coming from the mouth of a young woman, dressed in T-shirt and shorts.
This is 23-year-old Oxana Malaya reverting to behaviour she learnt as a young child when she was brought up by a
pack of dogs on a rundown farm in the village of Novaya Blagoveschenka, in the Ukraine. When she showed her boyfriend what she once was and what she could still do - the barking, the whining, the four-footed running - he took fright. It was a party trick too far and the relationship ended.
Oxana is a feral child, one of only about 100 known in the world. The story goes that, when she was three, her
indifferent, alcoholic parents left her outside one night and she crawled into a hovel where they kept dogs. No one came to look for her or even seemed to notice she was gone, so she stayed where there was warmth and food - raw meat and scraps - forgetting what it was to be human, losing what toddler's language she had and learning to survive as a member of the pack.
A shameful five years later, a neighbour reported a child living with animals. When she was found, at the age of
eight in 1991, Oxana could hardly speak and ran around on all fours barking, mimicking her carers.
Cry of an Enfant Savage
What is Socialisation and why is it so important?

Make a list of the things you have learned through socialisation



[image: ]Though she must have seen humans at a distance and seems occasionally to have entered the family house like a
stray, they were no longer her species: all meaningful life was contained in a kennel.
Judging from the complete lack of written documentation about her physical and psychological state when found,
the authorities were not keen to record her case - neglect on this scale was too shameful to acknowledge - even though it has been of huge and continuing interest to psychologists who believe feral children can help resolve the nature-nurture debate.
What is known about "the Dog Girl" has been passed down aurally, through doctors and carers. "She was like a small
animal. She walked on all fours. She ate like a dog," is about as scientific as it gets.
Last month, the British child psychologist and expert on feral children, Lyn Fry, went to the Ukraine with a Channel 4
film crew to meet Oxana, who now lives in a home for the mentally disabled.
Five years after a Discovery Channel programme about her, they wanted to see if she had integrated into
community living. Fry was keen to find out how far the girl was still damaged - and to witness a reunion with her father.
"I expected someone much less human," says Fry, the first non-Ukrainian expert to meet Oxana. "I'd heard stories
that she could fly off the handle, that she was very unco-operative, that she was socially inept, but she did everything I asked of her.
"Her language is odd. She speaks flatly as though it's an order. There is no cadence or rhythm or music to her
speech, no inflection or tone. But she has a sense of humour. She likes to be the centre of attention, to make people laugh. Showing off is quite a surprising skill when you consider her background.
"She made a very striking impression on me. When I made her a gift of some wooden toy animals we had used in
tests, she thanked me. Superficially, you would never know this was a young woman raised by dogs."
In the film, Oxana looks unco-ordinated and tomboyish. When she walks, you notice her strange stomping gait and swinging shoulders, the intermittent squint and misshapen teeth.
Like a dog with a bone, her first instinct is to hide anything she is given. She is only 5ft tall but when she fools about
with her friends, pushing and shoving, there is a palpable air of menace and brute strength.
The oddest thing is how little attention she pays to her pet mongrel. "Sometimes, she pushed it away," says Fry.
"She was much more orientated to people."
After a series of cognitive tests, Fry concluded that Oxana has the mental capacity of a six-year-old and a
dangerously low boredom threshold. She can count but not add up. She cannot read or spell her name correctly.
She has learning difficulties, but she is not autistic, as children brought up by animals are sometimes assumed to be.
She is proud of her huge wristwatch with its many ringtones - but can't tell the time.
Experts agree that unless a child learns to speak by the age of five, the brain misses its window of opportunity to
acquire language, a defining characteristic of being human.
Oxana was able to learn to talk again because she had some childish speech before she was abandoned. At an
orphanage school, they taught her to walk upright, to eat with her hands and, crucially, to communicate like a human being.
The definition of a feral child (or "wild child") is one who, from a very young age, has lived in isolation from human
contact, unaware of human social behaviour and unexposed to language.


[image: ]Through an interpreter, Oxana tells Fry that her mother and father "completely forgot about me". They argued and
shouted. Her mother would hit her, and she would pee herself in terror. She says she still goes off by herself into the woods when she is upset. You have to wonder which voice, animal or human, she uses when she gets there.
Although she knows it is socially unacceptable to bark, she certainly can, as the opening footage of the documentary
Feral Children demonstrates. Lisa Plasco, executive producer, says: "She has been educated away from all those aspects of her past. But privately, I think she might [bark]. The sound level may have been enhanced in the film, but she certainly made those noises."
It was a similar show of canine behaviour that scared off her recent boyfriend. "To be confronted with what she
was," says Fry, "put him off."
Oxana seems to be happy looking after cows at the Baraboy Clinic's insalubrious farm, outside Odessa. "It was dirty,
terribly rundown and primitive," says Fry, "but in Ukrainian terms, very desirable.
Her carers are good people with the best interests of their charges at heart, though there is no therapy as such.
Oxana is doing things she is good at."
It was here that the reunion with her father was staged a few weeks ago. Of her mother, whom Oxana has not seen
since infancy, there is no trace. "We knew she very much wanted to meet him," says Plasco, "and we facilitated that, but we didn't orchestrate it."
Fry was anxious about the way the meeting was conducted: Oxana standing alone as her estranged father and half-
sister, Nina, whom she had never met, came slowly towards her, cameras rolling. A crowd of her friends, agog, watched the spectacle from a distance.
"I thought it was a good idea for them to meet but a very risky way of going about it. I felt anything could happen. It
could have split them apart permanently. It was very tense. There needed to be someone beside her, holding her hand."
In the film, they stand awkwardly apart and it is ages before anyone speaks. Oxana breaks the silence. "Hello," she
says. "I have come," replies her father.
The exchange is moving in its halting formality. "I thank you that you have come. I wanted you to see me milk the
cows." Nina is the one who starts sobbing and Oxana puts her arm round her.
Oxana has a romantic notion of returning to live with her impoverished father, but it is doubtful whether that will
happen. Fry's guess is that she will go for a holiday, see the reality of life there and return to the familiar.
Is Oxana capable of a life beyond the institution? Fry is doubtful. "She doesn't have the social or personal skills. She
has had boyfriends but she doesn't have the ability to form long-term relationships or to understand give and take. She would rather fall out than compromise. She is a very vulnerable person and there is no protection for her outside that institution."
TASK 3: OXANA MALAYA QUESTIONS
Oxana Malaya (born Nov 1983) was found as an eight-year-old feral child living in Ukraine in 1991, having lived most of her life in the company of dogs. She picked up a number of dog-like habits and found it difficult to master
language. Oxana’s alcoholic parents were unable to care for her. They lived in an impoverished area where there were wild dogs roaming the streets. She lived in a dog kennel behind her house where she was cared for by dogs and learned their behaviours and mannerisms. She growled, barked and crouched like a wild dog, sniffed at her food before she ate it, and was found to have acquired extremely acute senses of hearing, smell and sight.


[image: ][image: ]What examples of non-human behaviour did Oxana display?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Why did she not act like a ‘normal’ child?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……
Is loving a child natural or learned behaviour? Why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Oxana was found aged eight. Do you think she will have been able to learn how to be human?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Although the focus of most of the A level is on modern western societies, sociologists have always recognised that
to understand our own culture better it is useful to compare it with other cultures and societies around the world, both now and in the past. Much sociological understanding comes from such comparisons. Anthropologists usually study small scale societies. On the following pages are some extracts from some famous anthropological studies.
TASK 2: DEFINE KEY TERMS
TASK 3: SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES
Choose any three of the cultures described below and write a description of the differences and similarities between the cultures you have chosen and your own culture (you do not need to compare the cultures to each other). You can research these further online too. There is space at the end for you to do this.
A. THE CHEYENNE INDIANS
The Cheyenne Indians lived on the Great Plains of the United States of America, west of the Mississippi River and east of the Rocky Mountains. The following account describes part of their traditional way of life which came to an end at the close of the nineteenth century when they were defeated by the US Army and placed on reservations.
Look up and define the following sociological concepts
Status

Roles

Gender Roles

Division of Labour

Family Structure

Deviance

Community




TASK 1:
Mind map What is culture?



[image: ]The Cheyenne believe that wealth, in the form of horses and weapons, is not to be hoarded and used by the owner.
Instead, it is to be given away. Generosity is highly regarded and a person who accumulates wealth and keeps it for himself is looked down upon. A person who gives does not expect an equal amount in return. The greatest gift he can receive is prestige and respect for his generous action.
B. THE IK
The lk were a small tribe who lived in northern Uganda. The Ik regarded children as a great nuisance. So much so
that they were thrown out by their mothers at the age of three and expected to look after themselves.
In this environment, a child stands no chance of survival on his own until he is about 13 years old, so children form
themselves into two age bands, the first from 3 to 7. For the most part they ate figs that had been partially eaten by baboons, a few cherries, bark from trees, and when they were really hungry they swallowed earth or even pebbles.
C. THE POMO INDIANS
‘Without the family we are nothing, and in the old days before the white people came the family was given the first
consideration by anyone who was about to do anything. That is why we got along. We had no courts, judges, schools, and the other things you have, but we got along better than you. We were taught that we would suffer from the devils, spirits, ghosts or other people if we did not support one another. The family was everything, and no one forgot that. Each person was nothing, but as a group joined by blood the individual knew that he would get the support of all his relatives if anything happened. He also knew that if he was a bad person the head man of his family would pay another tribe to kill him so that there would be no trouble afterward and so that he would not get the family into trouble all the time.
With us the family was everything. Now it is nothing. We are getting like the white people, and it is bad for the old
people. We had no old people’s homes like you. The old people were important. They were wise. Your old people must be fools’.
D. THE KGATLA PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA
The women and girls till the fields, build and repair the walls of the huts, granaries and courtyards, prepare food and
make beer, look after the fowls, fetch water, earth and wood, collect wild plants, and do all the other housework.
The women fill in their time with one or other of the many tasks that village life may entail. A new coating of plaster
may be needed on the walls, or there are cracks that must be mended, and for these purposes loads of earth must first be dug, carried in baskets and worked into a suitable mud.
Men on the other hand, have no regular daily work in the villages. The herding of livestock is done by the boys, who
take the animals out in the morning to graze and bring them back again in the afternoon. Specialists like the doctors and thatchers will generally have something to do almost every day, but the rest seem to work spasmodically, and frequently spend days on end merely lounging about.
E. THE BUSHMEN (San) OF THE KALAHARI DESERT
The Bushmen live in small bands rarely numbering more that twenty people. They have a hunting and gathering
economy – the men hunt and the women gather edible roots and berries. The Bushmen are nomadic; they roam from place to place in search of food and water. They have few possessions and build tiny dome shaped huts made of grass.
Bushmen dress in the skin of animals. Men wear only a leather loincloth; women a small leather apron and a cape
made from a whole animal hide. Sometimes they wear sandals but mostly their feet are bare. Bushmen waste nothing. When they kill an antelope most of the meat is dried to preserve it but sooner or later every last bit is


[image: ]eaten down to the gristle inside the ears and sometimes even the hide. Blood from the kill is collected in a shallow
hole lined with skin then scooped out in handfuls and drunk. Bones are cracked open for marrow and worked into arrow points to kill more antelope.
Bushmen are polygynous; a man may have two or more wives. He is allowed to have as many wives as he can afford
– which depends on how well he hunts. Co-wives are often sisters. Girls marry young – around 6 or 9 years to a husband in his teens. However sexual intercourse is not permitted until the wife reaches puberty. The husband always goes to live with his wife’s family. Divorce is a straight forward matter – the couple simply announce their divorce and separate.
Many Bushmen women have decorative scars on their foreheads and thighs. The cuts are made while they are
young with a knife or an axe blade, then charcoal is rubbed in. One woman explained that it was worth the pain. She had been extremely ugly and the scars had improved her looks.
Bushmen rarely fight with each other and go to great lengths to avoid quarrels and disagreement. In particular they
try to prevent jealousy and for this reason the few possessions they have are constantly circulating round the group. No one keeps a good knife for long even though they may really want it because they will become the object of envy. Their culture insists that food, water and material possessions are shared. Without this they may not survive the famines and droughts of the Kalahari Desert.
F. THE TCHAMBULI (Chambri) PEOPLE OF NEW GUINEA
The women go with shaven heads, unadorned, determinedly busy about their affairs. Adult males in Tchambuli
society are skittish (highly strung and fickle), wary of each other, interested in art, in the theatre, in a thousand petty bits of insult and gossip. The men wear lovely ornaments, they do the shopping, and they carve and paint and dance. Men whose hair is long enough wear curls, and the others make false curls out of rattan rings.
CULTURES
DESCRIPTION OF SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES


Culture 1:




Culture 2:




Culture 3:
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Types of Culture
Because culture is a complex concept, sociologists have several contrasting and conflicting ideas about different types of culture.
Google definitions for the following types of culture and fill in the grid. Try and think of at least one example for each.
Suggested websites to help you complete this task: 
Types of Culture | Reference Library | Sociology | tutor2u
Mass Culture - ReviseSociology
Types of Culture in Sociology: Key Characteristics & Significance

	Type of culture
	Definition
	Example

	Subculture
	
	

	Mass culture
	
	

	Folk culture
	
	

	High culture
	
	

	Low culture 
	
	

	Popular culture
	
	

	Global culture 
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Question: which type of culture do you think is the most relevant in society today and which type of culture do you think is the least relevant in society today and why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Challenge task! (optional) 
Do you think any of the types of cultures overlap and if so, how? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


[image: ]Q: Do I have to do it?  
A: Flying Start is not compulsory, but many students find it useful for getting them used to thinking about subjects at the next level. Early classroom sessions will also reflect on some of the Flying Start activities. 

Flying Starts are important to you making a positive beginning at college and teaching staff will therefore ask to see these during your initial sessions with us. Please make every effort to complete them and to bring them with you.
A: It doesn’t really matter how much you write, the most important thing is that you really start to think about the issues raised. There are boxes and lines throughout to give you some indication, but you can always add extra if you want to.
Q: I am not sure what you mean by ‘make notes’?
A: You must jot down points that you would like to remember. You will use these to answer further questions about this topic.
Q: I don’t know how much to write.
EXTENSION TASK 1
If you are interested in this topic, there are further cases you can research on the BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/culture/story/20151012-feral-the-children-raised-by-wolves
Or, you can watch the following documentary about feral children. It is 40 minutes long and you will need
to take notes on any of the points you think are important to remember: Wild Child: The Story of Feral Children
EXTENSION TASK 2
Write a short essay to practice your extended writing skills. Your essay should examine culture by explaining the similarities and differences you have found between the different cultures and your own, in more detail.
This piece of work should be about 800 words long. You should also try to use all of the important sociological
concepts you have identified and defined throughout this booklet.
Q: Will this work be marked and when is it due?
A: This work may not be formally marked but will be discussed during your first classes with us in September. Just bring along what you have completed to your first timetabled sessions.
Q: I am not sure if I have the answers right, what should I do?
A: Don’t worry, just have a go at getting something down and bring it along to the lesson where we can talk it through. There is no need to get anxious about the tasks, we are not expecting you to know everything before you arrive but are interested in your ideas and what you have found easy or difficult as it helps us support you right from the beginning.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
For those who want a bit more…
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